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on our education in English science and English
history. We must devise the best means we can of
acquiring this education and of vindicating the charac-
ter of Islaam as a Religion capable of still further
ameliorating the condition of Man.

Strictly and philosophically speaking itisnolrthe
duty of the State to provide knowledge any more than.
It is its duty to provide food for its subjects. Though
in India the State has for administrative purposes,
found it necessary to undertake the education of the
people, it is gradually curtailing its expenditure in
this department, and leaving public instruction in
the hands of individual or corporate agencies.
The time is not far off when the State will con-
tent itself merely with inspecting and directing
public instruction and will leave its organization
and supply entirely to the efforts of the people
themselves,

The Annual Reports of the Education Department
in Bengal' and Behaar say that while the number of
Mohammadan boys receiving tuition in vernacular
seminaries is tolerably high, that of Mohammadan
students attending English schools and colleges is much
too low. Sir. Alex : Croft in his Report for 1879-80
says : " Of the whole school-going population the
proportion of Hindus steadily rises and that of
Mohammadans steadily falls as we pass from lower to
higher classes of instruction/' and the following
statement, calculated from the figures of the Annual